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Relevant Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct 

Rule 1.2: Scope of Representation and Allocation of Authority Between Client and Lawyer 

a. Subject to paragraphs (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions concerning 
the scope and objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult with 
the client as to the means by which they are to be pursued. A lawyer may take such action 
on behalf of the client as is impliedly authorized to carry out the representation. A lawyer 
shall abide by a client's decision whether to settle a matter. In a criminal case, the lawyer 
shall abide by the client's decision, after consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be 
entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether the client will testify. 

b. A lawyer's representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does not 
constitute an endorsement of the client's political, economic, social or moral views or 
activities. 

c. A lawyer may limit the scope and objectives of the representation if the limitation is 
reasonable under the circumstances and the client gives informed consent. 

d. A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage in conduct that the lawyer knows is criminal 
or fraudulent, nor knowingly assist a client in such conduct, but a lawyer may discuss the 
legal consequences of any proposed course of conduct with a client and may counsel or 
assist a client to make a good faith effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or 
application of the law. 

   
The maximum penalty for a violation of this rule is disbarment. 
 
Comment 
 
Allocation of Authority between Client and Lawyer 
 
[1] Paragraph (a) confers upon the client the ultimate authority to determine the purposes to be 
served by legal representation, within the limits imposed by law and the lawyer's professional 
obligations. The decisions specified in paragraph (a), such as whether to settle a civil matter, 
must also be made by the client. See Rule 1.4 (a) (1) for the lawyer's duty to communicate with 
the client about such decisions. With respect to the means by which the client's objectives are to 
be pursued, the lawyer shall consult with the client as required by Rule 1.4 (a) (2) and may take 
such action as is impliedly authorized to carry out the representation. 
 
[2] On occasion, however, a lawyer and a client may disagree about the means to be used to 
accomplish the client's objectives. Clients normally defer to the special knowledge and skill of 
their lawyer with respect to the means to be used to accomplish their objectives, particularly with 
respect to technical, legal and tactical matters. Conversely, lawyers usually defer to the client 
regarding such questions as the expense to be incurred and concern for third persons who might 
be adversely affected. Because of the varied nature of the matters about which a lawyer and 
client might disagree and because the actions in question may implicate the interests of a tribunal 
or other persons, this rule does not prescribe how such disagreements are to be resolved. Other 
law, however, may be applicable and should be consulted by the lawyer. The lawyer should also 
consult with the client and seek a mutually acceptable resolution of the disagreement. If such 
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efforts are unavailing and the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement with the client, the lawyer 
may withdraw from the representation. See Rule 1.16 (b) (4). Conversely, the client may resolve 
the disagreement by discharging the lawyer. See Rule 1.16 (a) (3). 
 
[3] At the outset of a representation, the client may authorize the lawyer to take specific action 
on the client's behalf without further consultation. Absent a material change in circumstances and 
subject to Rule 1.4, a lawyer may rely on such an advance authorization. The client may, 
however, revoke such authority at any time. 
 
[4] In a case in which the client appears to be suffering from diminished capacity, the lawyer's 
duty to abide by the client's decisions is to be guided by reference to Rule 1.14. 
 
Independence from Client's Views or Activities 
 
[5] Legal representation should not be denied to people who are unable to afford legal services, 
or whose cause is controversial or the subject of popular disapproval. By the same token, 
representing a client does not constitute approval of the client's views or activities. 
 
Agreements Limiting Scope of Representation 
 
[6] The scope of services to be provided by a lawyer may be limited by agreement with the client 
or by the terms under which the lawyer's services are made available to the client. When a lawyer 
has been retained by an insurer to represent an insured, for example, the representation may be 
limited to matters related to the insurance coverage. A limited representation may be appropriate 
because the client has limited objectives for the representation. In addition, the terms upon which 
representation is undertaken may exclude specific means that might otherwise be used to 
accomplish the client's objectives. Such limitations may exclude actions that the client thinks are 
too costly or that the lawyer regards as repugnant or imprudent. 
 
[7] Although this rule affords the lawyer and the client substantial latitude to limit the 
representation, the limitation must be reasonable under the circumstances. If, for example, a 
client's objective is limited to securing general information about the law the client needs in 
order to handle a common and typically uncomplicated legal problem, the lawyer and client may 
agree that the lawyer's services will be limited to a brief telephone consultation. Such a 
limitation, however, would not be reasonable if the time allotted was not sufficient to yield 
advice upon which the client could rely. Although an agreement for a limited representation does 
not exempt a lawyer from the duty to provide competent representation, the limitation is a factor 
to be considered when determining the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation 
reasonably necessary for the representation. See Rule 1.1. 
 
[8] All agreements concerning a lawyer's representation of a client must accord with the Georgia 
Rules of Professional Conduct and other law. See, e.g., Rules 1.1, 1.8 and 5.6. 
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Criminal, Fraudulent and Prohibited Transactions 
 
[9] Paragraph (d) prohibits a lawyer from knowingly counseling or assisting a client to commit a 
crime or fraud. This prohibition, however, does not preclude the lawyer from giving an honest 
opinion about the actual consequences that appear likely to result from a client's conduct. Nor 
does the fact that a client uses advice in a course of action that is criminal or fraudulent of itself 
make a lawyer a party to the course of action. There is a critical distinction between presenting 
an analysis of legal aspects of questionable conduct and recommending the means by which a 
crime or fraud might be committed with impunity. 
 
[10] When the client's course of action has already begun and is continuing, the lawyer's 
responsibility is especially delicate. The lawyer is required to avoid assisting the client, for 
example, by drafting or delivering documents that the lawyer knows are fraudulent or by 
suggesting how the wrongdoing might be concealed. A lawyer may not continue assisting a 
client in conduct that the lawyer originally supposed was legally proper but then discovers is 
criminal or fraudulent. The lawyer must, therefore, withdraw from the representation of the client 
in the matter. See Rule 1.16 (a). In some cases, withdrawal alone might be insufficient. It may be 
necessary for the lawyer to give notice of the fact of withdrawal and to disaffirm any opinion, 
document, affirmation or the like. See Rule 4.1. 
 
[11] Where the client is a fiduciary, the lawyer may be charged with special obligations in 
dealings with a beneficiary. 
 
[12] Paragraph (d) applies whether or not the defrauded party is a party to the transaction. Hence, 
a lawyer must not participate in a transaction to effectuate criminal or fraudulent voidance of tax 
liability. Paragraph (d) does not preclude undertaking a criminal defense incident to a general 
retainer for legal services to a lawful enterprise. The last clause of paragraph (d) recognizes that 
determining the validity or interpretation of a statute or regulation may require a course of action 
involving disobedience of the statute or regulation or of the interpretation placed upon it by 
governmental authorities. 
 
[13] If a lawyer comes to know or reasonably should know that a client expects assistance not 
permitted by the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct or other law or if the lawyer intends to 
act contrary to the client's instructions, the lawyer must consult with the client regarding the 
limitations on the lawyer's conduct. See Rule 1.4 (a) (5). 
 

Rule 1.16: Declining or Terminating Representation 

a. Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, where 
representation has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client if:  

1. the representation will result in violation of the Georgia Rules of Professional 
Conduct or other law; 

2. the lawyer's physical or mental condition materially impairs the lawyer's ability to 
represent the client; or 

3. the lawyer is discharged. 



  Panel #1 

4 
 

b. except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer may withdraw from representing a client if 
withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the interests of the 
client, or if:  

1. the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer's services that the 
lawyer reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent; 

2. the client has used the lawyer's services to perpetrate a crime or fraud; 
3. the client insists upon pursuing an objective that the lawyer considers repugnant 

or imprudent; 
4. the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the 

lawyer's services and has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will 
withdraw unless the obligation is fulfilled; 

5. the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer or 
has been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or 

6. other good cause for withdrawal exists. 
c. When a lawyer withdraws it shall be done in compliance with applicable laws and rules. 

When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a lawyer shall continue representation 
notwithstanding good cause for terminating the representation. 

d. Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably 
practicable to protect a client's interests, such as giving reasonable notice to the client, 
allowing time for employment of other counsel, surrendering papers and property to 
which the client is entitled and refunding any advance payment of fee that has not been 
earned. 

The maximum penalty for a violation of this rule is a public reprimand. 
 
Comment 
 
[1] A lawyer should not accept representation in a matter unless it can be performed 
competently, promptly, without improper conflict of interest and to completion. But see Rule 1.2 
(c): Scope of Representation. 
 
Mandatory Withdrawal 
 
[2] A lawyer ordinarily must decline or withdraw from representation if the client demands that 
the lawyer engage in conduct that is illegal or violates the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct 
or other law. The lawyer is not obliged to decline or withdraw simply because the client suggests 
such a course of conduct; a client may make such a suggestion in the hope that a lawyer will not 
be constrained by a professional obligation. 
 
[3] When a lawyer has been appointed to represent a client, withdrawal ordinarily requires 
approval of the appointing authority. See also Rule 6.2: Accepting Appointments. Difficulty may 
be encountered if withdrawal is based on the client's demand that the lawyer engage in 
unprofessional conduct. The court may wish an explanation for the withdrawal, while the lawyer 
may be bound to keep confidential the facts that would constitute such an explanation. The 
lawyer's statement that professional considerations require termination of the representation 
ordinarily should be accepted as sufficient. 
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Discharge 
 
[4] A client has a right to discharge a lawyer at any time, with or without cause, subject to 
liability for payment for the lawyer's services. Where future dispute about the withdrawal may be 
anticipated, it may be advisable to prepare a written statement reciting the circumstances. 
 
[5] Whether a client can discharge appointed counsel may depend on applicable law. To the 
extent possible, the lawyer should give the client an explanation of the consequences. These 
consequences may include a decision by the appointing authority that appointment of successor 
counsel is unjustified, thus requiring the client to be self-represented. 
 
[6] If the client is mentally incompetent, the client may lack the legal capacity to discharge the 
lawyer, and in any event the discharge may be seriously adverse to the client's interests. The 
lawyer should make special effort to help the client consider the consequences and, in an extreme 
case, may initiate proceedings for a conservatorship or similar protection of the client. See Rule 
1.14: Client under a Disability. 
 
Optional Withdrawal 
 
[7] The lawyer has the option to withdraw if it can be accomplished without material adverse 
effect on the client's interests. Withdrawal is also justified if the client persists in a course of 
action that the lawyer reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent, for a lawyer is not required 
to be associated with such conduct even if the lawyer does not further it. Withdrawal is also 
permitted if the lawyer's services were misused in the past even if that would materially 
prejudice the client. The lawyer also may withdraw where the client insists on a repugnant or 
imprudent objective. The lawyer's statement that professional considerations require termination 
of the representation ordinarily should be accepted as sufficient. 
 
[8] A lawyer may withdraw if the client refuses to abide by the terms of an agreement relating to 
the representation, such as an agreement concerning fees or court costs or an agreement limiting 
the objectives of the representation. 
 
Assisting the Client upon Withdrawal 
 
[9] Even if the lawyer has been unfairly discharged by the client, a lawyer must take all 
reasonable steps to mitigate the consequences to the client. 
 
[10] Whether or not a lawyer for an organization may under certain unusual circumstances have 
a legal obligation to the organization after withdrawing or being discharged by the organization's 
highest authority is beyond the scope of these rules. 

 
  



  Panel #1 

6 
 

Rule 2.1: Advisor 

In representing a client, a lawyer shall exercise independent professional judgment and render 
candid advice. A lawyer should not be deterred from giving candid advice by the prospect that 
the advice will be unpalatable to the client. 
 
The maximum penalty for a violation of this rule is disbarment. 
 
Comment 
 
Scope of Advice 
 
[1] A client is entitled to straightforward advice expressing the lawyer's honest assessment. Legal 
advice often involves unpleasant facts and alternatives that a client may be disinclined to 
confront. In presenting advice, a lawyer endeavors to sustain the client's morale and may put 
advice in as acceptable a form as honesty permits. However, a lawyer should not be deterred 
from giving candid advice by the prospect that the advice will be unpalatable to the client. 
 
[2] In rendering advice, a lawyer may refer not only to law but to other considerations such as 
moral, economic, social and political factors that may be relevant to the client's situation. Advice 
couched in narrowly legal terms may be of little value to a client, especially where practical 
considerations, such as cost or effects on other people, are predominant. Purely technical legal 
advice, therefore, can sometimes be inadequate. It is proper for a lawyer to refer to relevant 
moral and ethical considerations in giving advice. 
 
[3] A client may expressly or impliedly ask the lawyer for purely technical advice. When such a 
request is made by a client experienced in legal matters, the lawyer may accept it at face value. 
When such a request is made by a client inexperienced in legal matters, however, the lawyer's 
responsibility as advisor may include indicating that more may be involved than strictly legal 
considerations. 
 
[4] Matters that go beyond strictly legal questions may also be in the domain of another 
profession. Family matters can involve problems within the professional competence of 
psychiatry, clinical psychology or social work; business matters can involve problems within the 
competence of the accounting profession or of financial specialists. Where consultation with a 
professional in another field is itself something a competent lawyer would recommend, the 
lawyer should make such a recommendation. At the same time, a lawyer's advice at its best often 
consists of recommending a course of action in the face of conflicting recommendations of 
experts. 
 
Offering Advice 
 
[5] In general, a lawyer is not expected to give advice until asked by the client. However, when a 
lawyer knows that a client proposes a course of action that is likely to result in substantial 
adverse legal consequences to the client, duty to the client under Rule 1.4: Communication may 
require that the lawyer act if the client's course of action is related to the representation. A lawyer 
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ordinarily has no duty to initiate investigation of a client's affairs or to give advice that the client 
has indicated is unwanted, but a lawyer may initiate advice to a client when doing so appears to 
be in the client's interest. 
 

Rule 3.1: Meritorious Claims and Contentions 

In the representation of a client, a lawyer shall not: 

a. file a suit, assert a position, conduct a defense, delay a trial, or take other action on behalf 
of the client when the lawyer knows or when it is obvious that such action would serve 
merely to harass or maliciously injure another; 

b. knowingly advance a claim or defense that is unwarranted under existing law, except that 
the lawyer may advance such claim or defense if it can be supported by good faith 
argument for an extension, modification or reversal of existing law. 

The maximum penalty for a violation of this rule is a public reprimand. 
 
Comment 
 
[1] The advocate has a duty to use legal procedure for the fullest benefit of the client's cause, but 
also a duty not to abuse legal procedure. The law, both procedural and substantive, establishes 
the limits within which an advocate may proceed. However, the law is not always clear and 
never is static. Accordingly, in determining the proper scope of advocacy, account must be taken 
of the law's ambiguities and potential for change. 
 
[2] The filing of an action or defense or similar action taken for a client is not frivolous merely 
because the facts have not first been fully substantiated or because the lawyer expects to develop 
vital evidence only by discovery. Such action is not frivolous even though the lawyer believes 
that the client's position ultimately will not prevail. The action is frivolous, however, if the client 
desires to have the action taken primarily for the purpose of harassing or maliciously injuring a 
person, or, if the lawyer is unable either to make a good faith argument on the merits of the 
action taken or to support the action taken by a good faith argument for an extension, 
modification or reversal of existing law. 
 
[3] It is not ethically improper for a lawyer to file a lawsuit before complete factual support for 
the claim has been established provided that the lawyer determines that a reasonable lawyer 
would conclude that there is a reasonable possibility that facts supporting the cause of action can 
be established after the filing of the claim; and provided further that the lawyer is not required by 
rules of procedure. or otherwise to represent that the cause of action has an adequate factual 
basis. If after filing it is discovered that the lawsuit has no merit, the lawyer will dismiss the 
lawsuit or in the alternative withdraw. 
 
[4] The decision of a court that a claim is not meritorious is not necessarily conclusive of a 
violation of this rule. 
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Rule 4.4: Respect for Rights of Third Persons 

a. In representing a client, a lawyer shall not use means that have no substantial purpose 
other than to embarrass, delay, or burden a third person, or use methods of obtaining 
evidence that violate the legal rights of such a person. 

b. fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when disclosure is necessary to avoid 
assisting a criminal or fraudulent act by a client, unless disclosure is prohibited by Rule 
1.6. 

The maximum penalty for a violation of this Rule is disbarment. 

Comment 
 
[1] Responsibility to a client requires a lawyer to subordinate the interests of others to those of 
the client, but that responsibility does not imply that a lawyer may disregard the rights of third 
persons. It is impractical to catalogue all such rights, but they include legal restrictions on 
methods of obtaining evidence from third persons and unwarranted intrusions into privileged 
relationships. 

[2] Paragraph (b) recognizes that lawyers sometimes receive a document or electronically stored 
information that was mistakenly sent or produced by opposing parties or their lawyers. A 
document or electronically stored information is inadvertently sent when it is accidentally 
transmitted, such as when an e-mail or letter is misaddressed or a document or electronically 
stored information is accidentally included with information that was intentionally transmitted. If 
a lawyer knows or reasonably should know that such a document or electronically stored 
information was sent inadvertently, then this Rule requires the lawyer to promptly notify the 
sender in order to permit that person to take protective measures. Whether the lawyer is required 
to take additional steps, such as returning the document or electronically stored information, is a 
matter of law beyond the scope of these Rules, as is the question of whether the privileged status 
of a document or electronically stored information has been waived. Similarly, this Rule does not 
address the legal duties of a lawyer who receives a document or electronically stored information 
that the lawyer knows or reasonably should know may have been inappropriately obtained by the 
sending person. For purposes of this Rule, ‘‘document or electronically stored information’’ 
includes, in addition to paper documents, e-mail and other forms of electronically stored 
information, including embedded data (commonly referred to as “metadata”), that is subject to 
being read or put into readable form. Metadata in electronic documents creates an obligation 
under this Rule only if the receiving lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the metadata 
was inadvertently sent to the receiving lawyer. 
 

Rule 8.3: Reporting Professional Misconduct 

a. A lawyer having knowledge that another lawyer has committed a violation of the Georgia 
Rules of Professional Conduct that raises a substantial question as to that lawyer's 
honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects, should inform the 
appropriate professional authority. 
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b. A lawyer having knowledge that a judge has committed a violation of applicable rules of 
judicial conduct that raises a substantial question as to the judge's fitness for office should 
inform the appropriate authority. 

 
There is no disciplinary penalty for a violation of this Rule. 
 
Comment 
 
[1] Self-regulation of the legal profession requires that members of the profession initiate 
disciplinary investigations when they know of a violation of the Georgia Rules of Professional 
Conduct. Lawyers have a similar obligation with respect to judicial misconduct. An apparently 
isolated violation may indicate a pattern of misconduct that only a disciplinary investigation can 
uncover. Reporting a violation is especially important where the victim is unlikely to discover 
the offense. 

 

 

 

 

 


