
Section Z First Day Assignments 
*Assignments can also be found on MyGeorgiaLaw. 

 
Civil Procedure – Burch 
INTRODUCTION TO PERSONAL JURISDICTION, SUBJECT MATTER 
JURISDICTION, AND VENUE: This class serves as a quick introduction to personal 
jurisdiction, subject matter jurisdiction, venue, complaints and answers, which we’ll return to in-
depth this semester. Think of this class as a movie trailer. 
 
Please fill out this getting to know you form on Google docs so I can learn a bit more about you: 
https://forms.gle/TZba7AWq8bjRVUxc9 
 

1. CB (“case book” – Yeazell & Schwartz, Civil Procedure) 1-18, United States ex rel. 
Mayo v. Satan and His Staff, 54 F.R.D. 282 (W.D. Pa. 1971), and How to Read a Legal 
Opinion, both of which are posted on eLC (be sure to go ahead and register for our class 
on eLC and read through the first 4 pages of the syllabus).  Note that the questions in the 
syllabus are not things that you need to turn in but are designed to help you check your 
understanding and apply the reading. 

• Hawkins v. Masters Farms, Inc. 
• Bridges v. Diesel Service, Inc. 
• Problem: Bonnie was born in Oregon to Oregon citizens and has lived in that 

state her entire 35-year life.  However, for as long as she can remember she has 
hated Oregon’s gray and dreary climate.  In fact, for the past thirty years Bonnie 
has intended to leave Oregon and relocate to Arizona.  Unfortunately, she still 
hasn’t saved enough money to make the change.  What is Bonnie’s domicile?  
Does she even have a domicile? 

o Rethink your answer in light of the following general principles of the 
law of domicile: (a) A person always has one – and only one – domicile; 
(b) An infant acquires a domicile at birth, which is almost always the 
domicile of her parents; (c) In order to change her domicile, a person 
must both establish residence in a new state and have the intent to 
remain in that state.  The residence and the intent to remain must exist at 
the same time, even if only for a moment. 

• Questions: Where can suit be brought? (overview of subject matter jurisdiction, 
personal jurisdiction, venue, and service of process) 

o Read U.S. ex rel. Mayo v. Satan carefully.  Part of your job as a lawyer 
is to advise your client regarding whether a lawsuit is worth the time and 
expense of bringing that lawsuit.  If Mr. Mayo had walked into your law 
office, what advice would you have given him?  (HINT: Why do you 
suppose that Mr. Mayo is proceeding without a lawyer?) 

o What is the Western District of Pennsylvania?  Are we in federal court 
or state court?  How can you tell? 

o What level of court is the Western District of Pennsylvania – trial court, 
court of appeals, or supreme court?  How can you tell? 

https://portal.law.uga.edu/
https://forms.gle/TZba7AWq8bjRVUxc9
https://portal.law.uga.edu/sites/default/files/u.s-ex-rel-mayo-v-satan.doc
https://portal.law.uga.edu/sites/default/files/u.s-ex-rel-mayo-v-satan.doc
https://portal.law.uga.edu/sites/default/files/how-to-read-a-legal-opinion-first-day-assignment.pdf
https://portal.law.uga.edu/sites/default/files/how-to-read-a-legal-opinion-first-day-assignment.pdf
https://portal.law.uga.edu/sites/default/files/syllabus-fall-2025_0.docx


o What statutes is Mr. Mayo relying on?  Are those federal statutes or state 
statutes?  How can you tell? 

o This is your first (admittedly limited) encounter with 42 U.S.C. § 1983, 
which allows a private litigant to sue state and local governmental 
officials and municipalities for violations of the individual’s 
constitutional rights.  If this case had been resolved on the merits, would 
you foresee a problem with Mr. Mayo’s choice of a cause of action? 

o What does Mr. Mayo most immediately want from the court – i.e., what 
motion is Judge Weber actually deciding in this opinion?  What does 
Mr. Mayo ultimately want from the court? 

o How does Judge Weber use civil procedure to get rid of this case?  Why 
would Judge Weber want to resolve this case early in the litigation 
process, rather than proceed to the merits? 

 

Contracts – LeClercq 
• Read from textbook: pp. 3-11 (stop at “COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS”); 435-449 
• Read from supplementary materials (Lexis or online): UCC §2-102; 2-105(1) & 

Restatement (Second) 17-23  
• Be prepared to discuss: Comments and questions, pp. 7-8; Embry v. Hargadine; Lucy v. 

Zehmer 
• Do: Worksheet 1 (bring with you to class, you are not expected to turn these in) 

 

Lawyering –Murphy  
No first day assignment. 

 

Legal Research (Z1) – Simmons 
All readings and assignments can be found on MyGeorgiaLaw 
Readings: 

• Caroline Osborne, The Legal Research Plan and the Research Log: An Examination of 
the Role of the Research Plan and Research Log in the Research Process, 35 Legal Ref. 
Serv. Q. pp. 179-194. 

• Sarah Glassmeyer, The John West Parenthesis, or What Junkyard Wars Can Teach Us 
About Legal Tech, Legaltech Hub (July 14, 2025). 

 
Assignments: 

• Introductory Questionnaire 
• Reflection 0 

 
Legal Research (Z2) – Striepe 
Prior to our first class please go to our eLC page 
https://uga.view.usg.edu/d2l/le/content/3639390/Home, review our syllabus and post on the 
introduction discussion board 
https://uga.view.usg.edu/d2l/le/3639390/discussions/topics/3077061/View 
 

https://portal.law.uga.edu/sites/default/files/worksheet-1-mutual-assent.docx
https://uga.view.usg.edu/d2l/le/content/3639390/Home
https://uga.view.usg.edu/d2l/le/3639390/discussions/topics/3077061/View


Please complete the readings for Unit 1 prior to our first class. 
 

Legal Writing (Z1) – Conner 
Please read the Introduction, Chapters 1, 2, and Parts I and II of Chapter 6 (pp. 59-68) in their 
textbook, Legal Writing: Process, Analysis, and Organization (8th ed.), by Linda Edwards.  
 
Legal Writing (Z2) – Clutter 
My first day assignment for my 1L LW course is to read the Intro and Chapter 2 in our 
coursebook, Christine Coughlin et.al., A Lawyer Writes, A Practical Guide to Legal Analysis.  I'd 
also like them to read the following article: https://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2025/07/ai-
and-langdell-cannot-co-exist-in-the-law-school-classroom.html 
 

Torts – Kadri 
For the first day, please read pages 4–8 in Tort Law: Cases & Critique and Taylor Swift, 
Philosopher of Forgiveness by Scott Hershovitz. I’d also strongly recommend reading Orin 
Kerr’s How to Read a Legal Opinion before diving into the cases. 
 

https://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2025/07/ai-and-langdell-cannot-co-exist-in-the-law-school-classroom.html
https://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2025/07/ai-and-langdell-cannot-co-exist-in-the-law-school-classroom.html
https://www.thomaskadri.com/casebook
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/07/opinion/sunday/taylor-swift-lover.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Y08.XzPK.f8Dod6l_-19N&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/07/opinion/sunday/taylor-swift-lover.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Y08.XzPK.f8Dod6l_-19N&smid=url-share
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/How-to-Read-A-Legal-Opinion.pdf
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